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CHAR. OTTER SPECIALST GROUP

Ofters are very special. | dare you 1o
look at a group of offers for more than
ten minufes and not e captivated,
usually for life. What is it about them?
They are actually fierce predators and
fighters when need be, nothing cuddly
about them. Yet a short-clawed offer
will play with a pebble for hours, fossing
it fromm hand to hand without a glance.
North American offers gallop and slide
N the snow, chasing one another -
they don't look like predators then. As
a professional bioclogist, | was fold that |
must not affribute human emofions to
the animals | olbserve, but after 40 years
| am still fempted, because otfers are so
expressive, so vocal, and so clear about
their intentions and feelings.

Otters have given me great pleasure over
the years, both in the wild and in captivity,
and | still feel privileged and content every
fime | am with them. | rememlber when |
saw my first wild giant offer in Suriname
N 19/6. One ofter surfaced right next to




my canoe and snorfed in alarm, inches
away. The ofher otfers in the group came
screaming fo investigate, rushing fhrough
the water fowards me from all directions.
Worried, | imitated a coo sound that ofters
use fo calm their cubs and suddenly the
whole group was silent and atfentive,
all threat gone. They furned and swam
away, looking back af me now and then.
What a range of emaotions on both sides!
Otters are in frouble foday everywhere
they occur. They are losing thelr clean
rivers. They are trapped and shot for their
celt. They are seen as competifors by
fishermen. Yet, when given the chance
and profected, they do recover and
return fo former haunts. Today, ofters are
seen in bustling cities with clean water, like
Singapore, where people are delighted
to welcome them back again. The work
of our Otter Specialist Group is focused
on giving ofters a second chance
everywhere, and maybe this fime it will be
for good.

B
oy
GIANT OTTER CUBS -



WHY OTTER)

MARGHERITA BANDINI
EURASIAN OTTER, PORTUGAL

| knew nothing about offers until |
looked for a project for my Masters
thesis. suddenly, | found myself in
Portugal working with a group of
radio-collared offers that | never
saw. And slowly, | came to love
and admire these animals that |
had never set eyes on.

Fvery night | would look for their
signal and hear the familiar
beeping IN ponds and along
rivers that were in their terrifory.
And sometfimes, | wouldn't. Then
| knew it would e a long night,
fraveling in  ever increasing
circles around ftheir home range,
one hand on the wheel and
one holding the radio antenna
leaning on the side view mirror,
a dull aching in my wrist. The car
would creep along quiet country
roads, past sleeping  farmers’
nouses; headlights shining on
foxes, hares and once, a genet.
I'd find them in new ponds. IN new
rivers. Most fimes Id leave the
car, sometimes rushing blindly
through thickets and meadows

aoffer a signal that galloped
across meadows fo reach the
next stream.

Then one evening, after having
found one of our females, | was
packing up all the gear and
putting it in the frunk of the car
when a movement caught my
eye. Somefthing was bounding
along an irrigatfion canal fowards
the dam | had parked next fo.
Towards me. | looked in the
darkening fwilight, and thought
it was a dog. Two - no wait, three
dogs. But they were different
somehow...genetfs? Too big. A
heartbeat lafer, | knew they were
ofters. And when they crossed
the road, less than five meters
from me, standing there with my
camera fiming the whole thing,
| saw that there were four offers:
/elda, our collared female, and
her three adulf cubs.

Affer that the sightings, especially
of /Zelda and her offspring,
became more frequent. That first
fime, however, was simply magic.




When the year of research was
over, | had changed. | was an
Efthologist, | was a researcher
and, more importantly, | was an
Ofter Conservationist.  Nothing
had prepared me for the surprise
when | realised that | didnt need
to go fo Africa or South America to
come across such a fascinafing
and understudied animal. That is
the beauty of the offer - anyone
and everyone can  find an
association that works with offers,
an animal that is so important
for every wetland and so many
coastal habifats, in their own
countries. And oftters, everywhere,
need our help - by spreading
the word we can creafe more
owareness and therefore more
inferest and protection. Just walk
out to the nearest river and start
looking. Except for those that live
in Australia. They have platypuses,
and that's more than enough.




[939—201L, EURASIAN OTTER, UK

T tfakes dedicatfion fo study a
species that you never see,
This nomadic creature comes
mysteriously fhrough my
garden at night and It doesn't
give fwo-pence about us, 1T s
just going through the river as it
nas done for hundreds of years.
Our presence is nothing to the
Offer, but the otfer’s presence is
everything to me.

Offers live right on the cusp of
what It is possible for them 1o
ive. If the ofters go it means the
sfreams are in a mess, It means
the fish are in a mess, it means
the dragonflies are in a mess, It
means that the kingfisher that




just came past us Nnow won't
come past again.,

Ofters are actually rather lean
mean weasels, they are nof
cuddly very much, but they are
self reliant, they own their own
territory, they are capable, they
are much befter af being offers
than rabbits are af being rabbits,
any fool can be a guinea pig
or a fox. But it fakes an expert
to e an offer: a self reliant,
advanced animal, in control
of their environment, learning
ts skills, looking affer its young
for a year. They are just the fop
oredator, a very exceptiondal
grade of animal.







EURASIAN OTTER
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The Eurasian ofter is an elusive, solitary ofter that has one of the widest
distributions of all palearctic mammals, from Ireland to China and
down o Southeast Asia. Notwithstanding its large range, its population
is declining in many countries in which it is not profected and in
others its status is unknown. This species has made a spectacular
comeback in the British Isles since the 1980s when pollufion levels
decreased and it became protected. This playful otter has a varied
diet which includes fish, crustaceans, amphibians and sometimes
repftiles, birds, eggs, insects and worms. It is usually nocturnal and can
e found in many freshwater environments. IN some environments,
however, such as the Scottish Isles, it has diurnal habits and forages
in the seaq, lafer looking for freshwater pools to wash the salt out of
its pelt. The Eurasian otter is solitary, but sometimes it is seen in family
groups, composed of a mother and her offspring.

IUCN status: Near Threatened

alias: old world otter, river otter,
European otter

predators: birds of prey, crocodiles,
dogs
threats: habitat loss, poaching,
accidental trapping, pollution,
roadkill

size: 102-138 cm _
(body 57-70 cm tail 35-40 cm)

weight: 4-11 kgs
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| first got involved with offers (Lutra lufra)
whilst at school. Through being bullied
oadly, if lcould help it I never used to attend
and instead | would visit our local river and
woodlands. | soon saw what | thought was
an oversized raf - on closer investigation
| realised that it was in fact an otfer. That
was some 40 years ago and my passion
for offers has remained as sfrong Now as
it was then.,

| was infrigued as to ifs behaviour ... it was
odd and it prompted me fo find out more
about this magical creature. | spent a few
years watching the same offer and soon
leamnt how It behaved, almost to the point
of being able o predict its movements
fo the minute. To me, ofters are mystical,
very clever and sfrong willed and | always
knew | needed fo do something to help
them.

Affer eventually getting a Facebook group
page going for offers it soon had over




1500 memlbers. There was a sfrong inferest
in offers so | started fo look at creafing
a website to provide information about
them and hopefully encourage people
to find out more about them. Although
there were many groups ouf there and
various offer organisatfions, there was
something missing. That something was
an advisory, educational feed that could
not only raise awareness of offers but be
able to help ofher groups financially.
Otfers need our help - they need our
support and they need our protection.
They are not out of the woods yet and are
under threat from anglers & fishery owners
that suffer predation. We, The UK Wild Otter
Trust, are currently working with anglers
and fishery owners to address these issues,
something that has never been done by
Oro offer groups before and | am confident
will make a massive difference fo ofter
conservation of the fufure.




EURASIAN OTTER, SPAIN
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When | was a child, few people
N Spain knew what an offer was.
The first documentaries | saw
apout the offer (in "El Homlbre
y La Tierra” by Dr. Felix Rodriguez
de la Fuente) produced in me o
great fascination. An animal that
lived perfectly both in water and
onland, friendly, playful, that took
care of ifs young with love, that
could stand on two feet like us
and that could hold things in ifs
front paws made me think thaft it
was the most human-like animal
around. The closest animal to a
friend, or myself.

Halfway between a plush toy (so
cuddlyl) and a mustachioed
ooy, | soon discovered that |
was nof the only one whose
mMagic the offer had acted on
- everyone was dffected by this
animal. When the series "larka
the Offer” came ouf, Nno one
missed a single episode. As the
vears went by and | learnt more
about the oftfer, | discovered that
not all was as | had imagined

and fthat this animal was even
more inferesting than | had
thought. Not only that — the offer
needed 1o be researched and
nelped.

GCetfting to know this animal
prought on the realisafion that it
was aboutf 1o become seriously
endangered in most of Furope.
INn the middle of the 20th centry
there was no river, lake or coastal
area that didnt have an offer
nappily living on it; during the
/0s and the 80s most of them
nad disappeared. This somehow
atfracted me even more fo the
plight of the ofter, and | decided
to dedicate my life to studying
and frying o save them.

It comes without saying that we
should not need a reason 1o
save an animal thatis in danger.
However, offers are extremely
useful for many things: they are
very sensitive 1o pollution and
a decrease of water quality;
to the amount of prey in the
enviionment; fo the state of




riparian vegetation. Because of
this, they are considered a very
iImportant bioindicator.

If offers can live and reproduce
INn an areaq, this means that the
ecosysterm in which they are is
nhealthy.Forthis reason, we should
all want an oftfer o choose 1o live
near our house: if the rivers, lakes,
fish, frogs, crayfish and air are
good enough for an ofter, they
will be good enough for us.
Thousands of people working
for and with the offer in Europe
mMmanaged fo tum things around.,
Water systems were cleaned,
riparian vegetation and forests
were re-estaplished, orey
animals started recolonising the
iImproved environments and the
offer slowly recovered, refurning
fo areas it had been absent from
for years.

There is nothing | prefer than 1o
sit on the bank of a river during
a dusky summer's evening and
hope fo see an offer. To see
one you need a lot of patience

out It is definitely worth the wait.
Watching an  offer foraging,
or carefully watching over her
young, or playing with its family
memboers gives me a sense
of peace and fulfllment fthat
watching no ofher animal could.
Ofters are coming back, slowly
and with caution. Being such
sensitive animals, there are still few
and any change in the quality
of their environment could bring
disastrous effects. We need fo be
alert and careful, because this
species is not only important per
se, it helps keep In check all those
animals that it eafs - fish, crayfish
- and by associafion also the
plants and acquatic vegetation
IN our rivers and lakes that keep
the riverbanks sfrong and stable.
Our houses, our fowns and our
countryside depend on the otfer.
Respecting and helping the
ofter should e everyone’s
priority. With offers around we are
healthier, happier, and live in @
mMore balanced environment.




ASIAN' SMALL—CLAWED QTTERS, UK

The first time | met, really met
an offer, she was a fame,
amlbassador  animal  handed
fo me casually with the words
"Here you go.” Ofters will give you
the best fimes of your life, and
oreak your heart. As Belinda
Otter confidently scrambled into
her preferred shoulder riding
position, I was struck by the fact
thatlwasnothandlingananimal
- | was meetfing a person, albelt
of atotally different order, with her
own clear ideas and opinions.
Nothing has ever changed that
impression. Since then | have
met ofther tame ofters, zoo ofters
and even occasionally seen
a wild ofter, buf always they
are intensely, vividly alive and
about their own business. A zoo
ofter may courteously treak off
an important activity such as
looking for worms to come over
fo greet a keeper, but there is
a lof fo do, and only so much

fime available before sleep, so
sooN gets back fo his or her own
agenda. A wild offer may look
up and nofice you are there, but
will not freeze with fear, instead
rapidly  calculate  whether
you are worth investigating,
worth avoiding or just a bit of
unimporfant moving landscape.

Ofters are so well-designed for
thelr lives that they don't need fo
spend all their time Iin pragmatic
survival activities. Otters play - not
only as cubs but also as adults.
Wild offers slide repeatedly down
snow tbanks just for fun. Z00
offers juggle stones in ever more
iNnventive ways, simply because
they enjoy doing it.

There are no species - species
are a human consfruct, o
convenient way of grouping
animals  fogether. What  exisfs
are Individual animals, each




with ifs own sfory, experience and
preferences. Each offer intelligently
analyses its  surroundings  and
constructs a plan of action, and
carries it out with exactly as much
naste as it decides the sifuafion
warrants. Ofters are adaptable,
versatile, opporfunistic - and they
don't read the scientific literaturel
Any given otter may conform fo
the research-derived principles
expected of an ofter - or it may
not. For me then, each ofter is
valuable, each oftfer is important,
each oftfer is part of the web of
inferconnections that make up
reality.

Reducing an ofter, a bright, busy,
decisive, animal that lives each
second of its life af full filf, fo a skin,
fo a fur coat, to a dead thing fo
e bought and sold is simply
obscene. Keeping an offer in @
70O Or s A petin a bleak concrete
pen without opportunifies to play,

squatting In a corer dulleyed
and lethargic, is unforgivable. If
we don't care, if we turn a blind
eye without comment, without
frying o change the situatfion, we
lose part of our humanity. Animals
cannot  have compassion  for
other species - we can. Animals
cannot  fake responsibility  for
ofhers - we can. And because we
can, we have a clear moral duty
to do so.

While | was fthinking alboutf this,
| came across a guote from the
early 20th century writer Ernest
Thompson Sefon, who precisely
encapsulates why | love offers:
“The joyful, keen and fearless otter:
mild and loving fo his own kind
and gentle with his neighbour
of the sfream; full of play and
gladness in his life, full of courage
IN his stress, steadfast in death; the
noblest litfle soul that ever went
four footed through the woods'







M,AN SMALL Cl—A , l || R IUCN status: Vulnerable
alias: oriental small-clawed oftter, ash otter

AONYX CINEREUS

predators: crocodiles, large carnivores

threats: habitat loss, poaching, overfishing,

o pollution, pet trade

g
¥

size: 65-94 cm
(body 40-63 cm tail 25-35 cm)

weight: 2-5 kgs

If you give any species of offer a piece of fish, the animal will reach
for it with its mouth. Give a small-clawed offer a piece of fish and it
will grab it in ifs paws! An extremely dextrous animal with reduced
claws (hence the name) and diminished webbing between the
fingers, this otter is probably the most charismatic in the world. Like
its close cousin the smooth-coated offer, it is very social, forming
dynamic, playful family groups. They form lifelong monogamous
pairs and are very adaptable, living in fast flowing waters in Thailand,
POOIs of stagnant water in West Java, swamps, rice paddies, peat
and mangrove forests. During their foraging trips they wander further
from the water than other Asiatic species, looking for crabs, along
with snails, molluscs, insects and small fish. Sometimes seen in large
groups of up to 20 individuals, the crab-eating offers are seen as an
asset by local rice farmers since cralbs are considered a pest in rice
paddies.




20

0 A Rt

: -'r_ o l "w
;L. ki

ASIAN SMALI—CLAWED OTTER
MALAYSIA AND INDIA

The book "Ring of Bright Water” was
my primary inspiration fo delve info
the world of ofters. While engaged
in fieldwork for my doctorate, the
beautiful sfreams that meandered
through the Western Ghats proved
fo be vyet another atfraction
(offentimes a disfraction as well)
towards wanfing fo study the ofter.
Littfle has changed since. The
feeling of unbridled joy  encounter
upon spotting an otfer in the wild is
incomparable. The fact that ofters
are elusive by nature and very
hard to find adds fo the excitement
of having seen one swimming by
- it is hard tfo nof romanticize the

moment as one in which all of
fime stands very sfill while nature
fakes her course in the form of
a fowing river and some high
pifched squeaks as offer swim,
play, hunt - all of it a fleeting
momentin fime. Being part lranian,
| recently acquired the knowledge
that offers in Ancient Persia were
extremely sacred - this has been
another factor that further ignited
my passion for these wonderful
creations of Nature. It is a privilege
fo be able fo study ofters and a job
| take very seriously. | look forward
fo many years of hopefully not so
fleeting otter encounters.




Seeing an  offer
never fails to puf
a smie on my face.
Whether you see them
in a concrefe candl
N the heart of urban
Singapore or deep in
the Pantanal wetlonds
of Brazil, seeing them
roll around in a pile of
sand or mischievously
nip at the fails of
lazing crocodiles
would warm anybody’'s heart. My sfory starfed when
| realised the existence of wild ofters in the concrete
jungle of Singapore and hardly anything was known
about them. An undergraduate biology student, | was
eager fo study their habits and of course, it was the
perfect excuse fo hunt for them all day! One of my first
experiences with ofters started out like a horror movie:
| heard heavy breathing in the midst of a survey and
not a soul was in sight. Apprehensively walking fowards
the breathing, | evenfually saw an otfer perched onto
the breakwaters looking sfraight info my eyes, clearly
out of breath! What an utterly wonderful encounter. It is
always heartfening o see memiers of the public share
a similar positive experience of watching a wild ofter
iNn her habitat and | would love o see that happen for
generations fo come. It would be horrible for any place
fo lose the perfect symibols of healthy wetlands that so
many people can easily connect with!

SMOOTH—COATED OTTER, SINGAPORE







IUCN status: Vulnerable
S o C E E alias: Indian smooth-coated otter,
Asian ofter

LUTROGALE PERSPICIL‘LATA : . | predators: crocodiles, large carnivores

"\-.,;,"W-.. - ;_ : & & - threats: habitat loss, infensive poaching,

r P A - 8 fishing nets, pollution

T W,
N s 7 il ™ 3 size: 106-130 cm
Lo TN ' e ' (body 65-79 cm, tail 40-50 cm)

weight: 7-10 kgs

g

A close cousin o the small-clawed offer, the smooth-coated otfer
has a large distribution that is slowly but steadily shrinking, a fact
made obvious by the remnant of a population in Irag - its range
once spread from the Middle-East to southeast Asia. Ifs problem is
and has always been its biggest asset: a short, stooth, velvety fur,
warm chocolate brown on the back and soft grey on the stomach.
These offers are mainly nocturnal, although they can be diurmal
when unmolested. Smooth-coated otters form large, vocal, family
groups, preying tfogether on fish, shrimps, frogs, crabs, insects, birds.
Found mainly in the slow flowing waters typical of rice paddies and
floodplains, they may use large rivers in some regions. The smoaoth-
coafed otter needs thick riverside vegetatfion in which fo hide, dig
dens and raise cubs. Recently, illegal tfrapping for the fur frade has
faken a heavy foll in many Asian countries in which this species
occurs and law enforcement is lacking.
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SMOOTH—COATED OTTER. 1RAQ

| started working in the Iragi marshes
immediately aoffer the marshland
inundation of 2003.The habitat
destruction of the marshlonds and
llegal hunting led fo a dramatic
decline of the endemic Maxwell's
offer (Lutrogale perspicillata
maxwelll) population, which turned
out to be one of the most elusive
and rarest endogenous mammal of
Mesopotamia. Therefore, inding the
mysterious offer was a challenge
for the recovery of the Iag
marshlands. It was a great moment
when evidence of its persistence
in the Iragi marshes was revealed.
Currently, we are developing
genetic maps and working on a
conservation project for Maxwell's
offer in the Iragi marshes, helped by
many local researchers and native
Marsh Aralos.




SMOOTH—COMTED OTTER. INDIA

Ofters are very inferesting species to
work on. Being one of the most playful
animals, the joy of watching them in
the wild is second fo none.

| waited for 32 hours in the hide to see
my first offer. Sighting was magical. A
fransient smoofh-coated offer pops
out on fthe ofther side of the creek
with a fish in ifs paws, half of its body
underwater, half on land. It dives in after
it has finished eating and disappears.
Felf like watching a liffle dinosaur in
action.

The answer fo "Why | work to conserve
offers?’ is very simple. With ofters, | saw
a conservation need which mapped
my inferest. They are adorable animals
aond it is hard fo imagine a world
without offers, which propels me
fowards saving them.

Offers are very wise animals 0o, sorme
being able fo adapt fo their changing
habitaf. There is so much more that
needs fo e studied about their
behaviour and adaptation. Some new

findings offen make a mockery of our
already existing knowledge about them
as we lean tfowards appreciafing their
wisdom.

It's high fime that we understand the
gaps in offer conservation research
and fil them. Globally there are a lof
of promising offer habitats starving for
conservatfion  research  and  actions.
We need 1o locate these areas and
colloborate our efforts to protect them.
We need more people working full fime
to ensure the survival of these cute

little dinosaurs.

25
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The hairy-nosed offer is easily recognizable by its hairy nose pad and
white upper lip. This offer is considered a miracle offer: having been
declared extinct in 1998, this smalll, elusive ofter was recently and with
great excitement rediscovered in Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Bormeo and Cambodia, mostly thanks fo camera tfrap evidence.
Individuals killed on roads and sighted in the wild are popping up in
seemingly disconnected locations in southeast Asia, evidence that the
hairy-nosed ofter is still, aloeit precariously, present and largely unknown.
Based on the contents of recovered scat, ifs dief seems composed
predominantly of fish, but it also eats water snakes, frogs, lizards, tferrapins,
crustaceans and insects that live in swamps and shallow coastal waters.
It is so rare and the risks o ifs survival so elevated that ex-situ conservation
methods are being considered - mainly capturing individuals  for
reproduction in captivity and the chance of a future restocking of nature
reserves. To date only one hairy-nosed offer is in captivity, donated by ¢
fisherman fo a wildlife sanctuary in Cambodia,

IUCN status: Endangered
alias: Sumatran otter
predators: unknown

threats: habitat loss, poaching, overfishing,
pollution, accidental trapping, roadkill

size: 105-113 cm _
(body 50-82 cm tail 35-50 cm)

weight: 5-8 kgs

PONELIN e T
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DADMA DE SIUA
ALL ASIAN SPECIES SRI LANKA

The offer situation in  Asia is
somewhat different from  ofher
confinents inthe world. Indeed, we
are fortunate to have 5 out of the
13 ofter species found in the world
foday. However, the ofter is nof
that popular in the region mostly
because of ifs elusive nature. In
addition, the public atftraction
s directed more fowards large
mammals  in  Asian  countries.
Therefore, we hadto work extremely
hard fo change this affifude and
make them aware of the presence
of this lovable, charismatic and
appealing animal in the wetlands
of Asia.

In the tropical island of Sri Lanka,
where | come from, only the
Furasian offer is present. When |
started my work in 1988, | had just
a very superficial idea of this small

animal. Moreover, | had never
seen an offer in my life either in the
wild or in capfivity. Nevertheless,
the First Asian Ofter Symposium we
had in Bangalore, India, was the
same vyear that slowly changed
my affitude fowards the ofter.

Immediately  affer,  with  all
knowledge gained during the
symposium, | starfed a  small
survey on ofters in Sri Lanka using
ofter scatfts and footprints. This
paved the way to atfend the b5th
Intfernational  Otter  Colloguium
held in Hankensbuttel, Germany, in
1989, Honestly, my happiness knew
no limifs affer | watched the clips of
the Colloguium on Provincial TV in
Germany where | was inferviewed
by the local authorifies. That was
my first unforgeftable experience
in offer research in Infernational




Ofter Arenall The Colloguium
gave me a real encouragement
fo work and learn more and more
about the ofters that | saw in the
Otter Cenfrum for the first time in
my life. Furthermore, at the same
meetfing | was selected as fhe
Asian coordinator for the IUCN-
SSC Oftter Specialist Group, and
later Chair of the Otfer Specialist
Group.

Over the last 3 decades the
ofter situatfion IN Asia has been
changing gradually and now we
are deeply involved in surveying,
researching, educafing the public
and carrying  ouf  awareness
programs  on  ofters  in - several
countries across the region. As @
result, the researchers of South
Fast Asia have been extremely
successful i re-discovering the

supposedly extinct species, the
hairy-nosed offer, in most of ifs
range countries. The general
public, especially children, are
gefting tfo know more about the
otters in the Asian wetlands, which
s in ifself a great success.

The sfory would be incomplete
if I didn't say that we still have
plenty to do to maintain a clean &
nhealthy environment for the offer
in Asia. Unfortunately, the otfer is
being displaced very fast due to
nhabitat desfruction and poaching
for fur, medicine and perceived
competition with fishermen.
These activities are af the zenith
in Asia. Therefore, it is our duty to
contribute Iin whatever possible
way fo fight this situation and save
the charismatic ofter from being
wiped out from the planet forever,
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The North American river offer is a large offer whose story is a success.
By the 1980s its numbers were greatly reduced due 1o frapping and
pollution, but after a long campaign o clean the waterways, frapping
management and reinfroductions in stafes in which it no longer
occurred, this species now thrives throughout the USA and Canada.
Renowned for their playfulness, North American river oftters are active
year round, even in deep snow. They are mainly crepuscular and eat fish,
molluscs and crustaceans while other sources of food are consumed
opportunistically. More social than Eurasian offers, they are commonly
seen in small family groups of mothers and their offspring and that may
nclude year-old individuals known as “helpers”. They build their dens in
river banks and line them with leaves, moss, grass, bark and hair.
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NORTH AMERICAN RIVER OTTER
NORTH AMERICA

| have been privileged with the
opportunity of being involved with
the research and conservation
involving the North American  river
offers through the entfirety of my
professional career, mostly focusing
on aspects relafed fo the restoration
of the species where it had been
eliminafted by combined insulfs of
frapping, water pollution, and other
numan-caused  disturbances o
aguatfic systems. A good part of my
conservafion activities have involved
discussing and promoting the river
offer and its conservation with the
outdoorloving public.  During these
iNnteractions the appeal of the river
offer became apparent - anglers,

pirdwatchers, hikers, and ofher nature
enthusiasts were drawn by the charm
and grace of this animal.  Clearly,
the combination of public support

and dependence on  healthy
aguatic  ecosystems  raises  the
spectre for the river offer to serve an
important role in the environmental
movement - as an ambassador fo
promote and rally support for aquatic
conservafion. My goal is fo spend
the rest of my career promoting
this cause and hope that ofhers
iNnferested In river ofter conservation
and the bigger cause of aguafic
conservation will join in helping fo
make this animal a national “Flagship
for Aquatic Conservation!”




MEGAN ISADORE

NORTH AMERICAN RIVER OTTER
NORTH AMERICA

| fell in love with watershed ecology in all its complicated and elegant
messiness while working with the critically endangered coho salmon of
Lagunitas Creek in Marin County, California. As the salmon population
confinued to decline, the political and very human battles over land use
policy became angry, personal and painful At the same fime, we began
to nofe an increase in North American River ofter sighfings, partficularly
along the coastline, estuaries and ays.

Watching these bbeautiful predators travel, hunt and play in the watershed
pecame a reassuring hobby. Affer being atsent from the San Francisco
Bay Areq, the offers were making an underthe-radar comeback. When
we redlized that no governmental, research or other agency was paying affention fo the otters, my
co-founders and | began the River Offer Ecology Project. Our goal is to tease out the ecological
niche of river otters in our area. We began with an Offer Spotfer program using citizen science fo
report ofter sighfings to our website. The sightings began pouring in and public exciternent over
the charismatic watershed ambassadors grew. Here was a message of hope to the public: the
restoration and conservation measures faken since the 197/0's were having a surprise effect, one
that everyone could enjoy:.

In addition to citizen science and educating children and adulfs on the importance of watersheds,
we began afocused study effort using noninvasive camera trapping, olbservation and scat collection
for DNA analysis. This is where the pure joy began.. .the thrill of watching otter families give birth, raise
their young, hunt, play, socialize, interact with other wildlife in my home watershed over months and
years has been like none other. Geffing up before dawn fo catch a glimpse of them and follow
the offers along bluffs as the sun rises behind us, watching the pups learn to fish and even catfch
shorebirds, seeing them roll for minutes af a fime along a sandy shore... it makes me abidingly
happy. Forme, it's the privilege of a lifetime fo olbserve my home watershed over the course of years,
get to know all the life within it as my neighbbors and share that joy with others. My hope is that we all
may become betfer stewards of our planet.







SEA OTTER

ENHYDRA LUTRIS

n

A fop favourite among ofters, the sea oftfer is the international
ambassador species for offers, being the first 1o have been nearly
hunted fo extinction and saved in the nick of fime. Sea ofters, unlike
all other marine mammals, have no blublber fo profect them from
hypothermia. Instead, they have the thickest, densest fur of all
mammails: 500,000 hairs per square centimetrel It was this feature
that made its fur so desirable and nearly caused its demise. Even
though sea offers have made a remarkable recovery in Alaska
and the Northeast Pacific, they are still in danger from predators
like orcas, poachers, and water-borne toxins that are increasing
due to warmer water temperafures. Sea ofters are social, Iving
in single sex groups, unlike other ofter species. They rarely come
ashore but float together instead, diving fo retrieve clams, crabs,
and urchins.

IUCN status: Endangered
alias: Komtchatka otter, sea beaver

predators: orcas, great white
sharks, eagles, bears

threats: poaching, accidental trapping,
pollution, oil spills

size: 67-163 cm
(body 55-130 cm tail 12-33 cm)

weight: 23-36 kgs
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ANGELA DOROFF
SEA OTTER NORTH AMERICA

N the mMmid-1980s, in Alaska
and Cdalifornia  with  the
University  of  Minnesota,
| would spend my days
oehind a field spotffing
scope, recording feeding
and social  behaviors  of
sea offers. Through winter
sforms, mudslides and even
wildfres we documented
time and activity budgets,
reproduction ratfes, survival,
and movement patterns for
northern and southern sea
ofters. | found a home in
the near-snore habitats that
these animals thrive in and

help shape. I've continued
to work with sea oftfers
since then and I've never
tired of it: they contfinually
surprise me. There is always
something new fo leamn
from sea offers: overtime l've
seen each preconceived
nofion | had about thelr
oehavior  overfurmed by
mMore olbservation! So, there
has always been a deep
joy In'working with sea offers
for me.

They also tell us a lof albout
howwearecurrentlylivingon
the planet and the mulfiple




sfresses  human  industry
can exert on the marine
ecosystem. | worked very
iNfensively with sea offers
N Prince Wiliom Sound,
Alaska affer the Exxon
Valdez oll spill, fo document
and understand  acufe
and long-term effects from
ol pollution on sea ofters
and their habitat, Coastal
landscapes in the Pacific
Northwest have polluted
the nearshore marine
ecosystems  with  excess
Nnutrients and land-based
pathogens. Warming

ocean temperatures
INcrease oiofoxing In
sea offer prey. ocean
acidificationmay impairthe
growth and development
of  marine invertebrates
they rely on for food, and
iNncreased sform  events
may  reduce  firstyear
survival of sea offers. Sea
ofters are an intelligent and
adaptable  species and
through their life history, we
can see the denfs in the
fabric of the nearshore
mMarine ecosystem.,
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GIANT QTTER

PTERONURA BRASILIENSIS
e b |

The largest extant offer species in the world is the giant offer from South
America. Nearly hunfed fo extinction, it can reach up fo 170 cm in length
and lives in large, social family groups that sleep, play and hunt together.
Typically, a monogarmous pair that mates for life is af the head of the group
composed of their offspring. They are vocal and ferritorial and although
they will actively defend their home from infruders, some instances of
acceptance of new, unrelated individuals to the group have been recorded.
Being diurnal, noisy and living in groups, the giant otter is relatively easy to
see in areas in which it is profected and is very popular with ecofourists. Ifs
latin name, Pleronura, refers 1o its flat, winglike (ofero) tail (nura), which is
one of the giant offer’s distinctive features, along with the markings on its
neck that are used fo identify individuals.

IUCN status: Endangered

alias: ariranha, river wolf, water dog

predators: puma, caiman, jaguar

threats: habitat loss, persecution,
poaching, pollution

size: 145-180 cm
(body 96-123 cm tail 45-65 cm)

weight: 24-34 kgs
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GIANT QTTER, PERU

| rernember my first encounter
with a giant ofter family vividly.
T was in September 1998,
N southeastern  Peru, while
making our way up a small
tributary of the Madre de Dios
River. We rounded a curve...
and there they were. Five giant
ofters surged fowards us from dll
directions, one utffering a harsh,
wavering scream. suddenly, the
whole family lef loose a burst of
sound. The noise at such close
guarters was stunning and sent
shivers down my spine.




A sixth offer wailled in response,
swimming rapidly fowards the
group. Once reunited, they
all headed downriver. It was @
deeply Impressive experience
and, from that moment, | was
nooked,

Almost  two decades and
many such encounters
later, | still ind the giant offer
the most  charismatic  of
rainforest  creatures, with an
incomparable zest for life that
Makes a day spent watching a
family endlessly fascinatfing.







IUCN status: Near Threatened
EOT 0 , ( L , E OTTE alias: water dog, taira, water cat, South
American river otter, long-tailed ofter,

LONTRA LONGICAUDIS little water wolf

predators: caimans, anacondas, jaguars

threats: habitat loss, pollution, mining,
poaching

size: 90-136 cm
(body 50-79 cm tail 37-57 cm)

weight: 10-14 kgs

Alarge offer with avery, very long tail (hence the latin name), the Neotropical
River offer seems to have a large distribution but an unknown population
size. It is a versatile offer that can e found in a variety of habitafs, ranging
from fropical o evergreen forests, creeks 1o rivers. One sighting in Chile was
even made at 3885 m in elevation! Sympatric with the giant ofter, it has
different habifs and preferences - they may use the same rivers but they
ignore each ofher. The Neotfropical River ofter may e diurnal or nocturndal
and hunts fish, crustaceans, sometimes small mammals, birds, reptiles and
insects. It is sometimes kept as a pet by fishermen and trained to help them
corral fish info nets. Between the 1950s and the 1970s, an extremely high
hunting rate nearly drove this litfle mustelid nearly into extinction when over
30,000 ofters were killed every year for their pelts. Now, they are protected in
every country in which they occur.
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NEOTROPICAL RIVER OTTER, BRAZIL

| have spent most of my life working
with Neofropical river offers. When
| look back | miss the old fimes:
sleeping in the ofter caves of Lagoa
do Pir, rubbing offer foeces in my
grandpa’s shirf, trying not 1o be a
complete infruder in the den. All
| wanted was fo be with them, fo
learn how 1o e lonely and happy,
delicate and sftrong, to do a ballet
N the water, 1o be harmonious with
nature. In the end, Neotfropical river
offers faught me fo be a better
person. When | look back | feel a
great debt fowards them. | learmned
SO much and gave so little in refurn.
Neotropicdal river otters are
endangered, climate is changing,
biodiversity decreasing.

However | still have hope: the Lagoa
do Piri is sfill there, the otters are sfill
there and I'm sfill ighting, together
with - my / year-old daughter. | work
so that future generations can sfill
have the chance fo see this fantastic
species in the wild.
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NEOTROPICAL RIVER OTTER, BRATIL

My story with the offers began in 2003, when
| wass selected to work in a project with ofter
ecology in Rio de Janeiro, without having
any idea of what they would represent for
me in the future. Affer months of studying
indirect signals, my first sighting of an offer in
the field was a very fast sighting in Pantanal
iNn 2003. I quickly learnt that studying offers in
this biome would imply rarely seeing them.
Only in 2009, six years affer going info the
field every month, | saw one again. It was an
indescribable experience - spotffing an offer
for about four seconds, looking at each
ofher...the longest seconds of my life.
During the last 12 years, | realized that when
you study offers it is not only offers you studly,
pbuteverything that surrounds andinfluences
them. The stability of the offer depends on
poth the ferrestrial environment, where they
sleep, reproduce and rest, and the aguatic
environment, where they forage. Therefore

the struggle
fo study and
conserve
the offers s
a  struggle
not only for an extremely charismatic
animal, with  unigue adaptations  and
that make it special. It's a fight fo save an
enfire biome that includes land, rivers and
coastal environments. Enviionments that
are extremely affected by human actions.
As might be expected, the healthier
envionments are  those with  more
conditions fo maintain a stable population
of ofters and my fight for their conservation
is to show what is a healthy environment for
them. It's hard work, with few sightings in the
field and many difficulties, but the search
fo understand what causes ifs occurrence
and what hinders it makes the job extremely
rewarding.
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VICTOR MANUEL SANTIAGO PLATA
NEOTROPICAL RIVER OTTER, MEXICO

My first confact with ofters was
10 years ago, when | was an
undergraduate. As a student
of Wildlife Management our
final exam was to work on an
environmental  enrichment
project at the zoo. | walked
around fthe enclosures to
choose a species, and O
couple of Neotropical river
ofters fthat were playing
and swimming in their pool
caught my affenfion. They
were so playful, despite the
conditionsinwhichtheywere.
During two weeks, | sfudied
these offers from  sunrise
to sunsef and | identified
every behavioural paftern
they showed. Whereas most
of the zoo's visitors didn't

know much about ofters
and were not affracted 1o
them, | slowly realized that
ofters  were  charismatic,
unpredictable, playful, family-
orienfed  animals.  Towards
the end of semester, the
ofters became for me the
Most spectacular mammals
that | had ever come across
and | was definitely hooked
on the species. This was the
beginning of what | hope
s a lifetime commitment to
working for the conservation
of offers.

INn the wild, offers are elusive
aond dificult to observe. |
found ouft when | was doing
my research for University and




visited many rivers hoping 1o
see offers. | only saw them
twice. Currently, the main
threats 1o Neotfropical river
ofters are habifat loss and
oollution of aguatic systems
oy agrochemicals or as a
result of mercury poisoning
from gold mining. Although
more researchers are starfing
fo study fthe ecology and
oehaviour of the ofter, still litfle
Is known about this species,

As the offer is a threatened
species, we need 1o work
hard - lbeyond ensuring
habitat  conservation, it
IS important  fo  educate
children and feenagers 1o
creafe awareness, especially

N those human seftflements
near rivers and lakes. Thanks
to  their nafural charisma
and playful oehaviour
and their adaptatfions  to
aguatic life, offers can be
seen Qs amibassadors  for
the conservation of aguafic
ecosystemns. As a researcher
dedicated 1o the study and
conservation of the species
| am sure of the importance
of this species and know that
fo help the offer, everyone
should care about this
oeaufiful animal. | hope that,
motivated by all of us, future
generations can understand
the importance of the offer
as a fop predator in riparian
ecosystems.
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The smallest of the new world species, the marine offer is also a very
special ofter - it is the only exclusively marine species apart from the sea
offer. It lives on rocky coasts with an abundance of caves which it uses
for shelter and dens. It is known o never stray more than 30 m inland. It
has long whiskers and a dark coat and it prefers a diet of crustaceans,
octopus and molluscs during the day, although slow fish will also be
eaten. The marine offer is monogamous, mating for life. Like the Southern
river offer, its habitat is extremely fragmented and the areas in which this
offer no longer occurs increase every year. Conflict with fishermen who
view it as a competitor also take a heavy toll and this ofter’'s numioers are
steadily decreasing.

Ji&ﬁ’:‘ ?F.-b i
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MARINE OTTER PERV

Once, as a child during one of our family frips along the
Peruvian coast, one of my older brothers told me: 'if one
day you become a biologist, you should study the marine
ofterl Nobody knows much about them and if you have the
orivilege of observing them in their environment (our rocky
shores with their breaking waves) you will be fascinated”.

Not much has changed since then, not even the fact that
we don’”t know much more about the marine ofters today
than two decades ago. Of course, |"m sfill fascinated every
fime | see them diving between breaking waves, swimming
along our beautiful coast and escaping iNto thelir hidden
dens between the rocks.

During my biology studies, while working on penguin and
fur seal projects along the Peruvian coast, | was always
looking out for the offers to show up. It is very hard to frack
them and, for that reason, they were always a “oycatch”
subject in most research projects done at our coast,




So, frying fo put the offer more in the spotlight, | did my
Masters thesis on thelir behaviour and my PhD thesis on
their population genetics. As the years passed | learnt more
and more about them and | also understood that they
face many imminent threats (habitat loss and pollufion,
among ofthers).

It is crucial fo profect this charismafic species and ifs
environment and that for we have to really get to know

them: where do they live? How is their social behaviour?
What are their populations like? Do they migrate? Along
with this scientific work, it is very important 1o engage in
environmental education aft Peruvian fishing ports as
well as in schools and with the population in general.
We all have fo understand how important it is fo profect
this species as well as our coasts. This is the only way we
will allow our children (and our children”s children...)
to experience the magnificent ecosystem we have the

privilege of being able fo enjoy right now, ’ ,






The rare Southern river offer lives in freshwater systems with abundant
riparian vegetation. In these rivers, lakes and streams it hunts mainly fish,
but also forages for crabs, molluscs and birds. It is found in inland lakes
and close to the rocky coastal habitats of Argentina and Chile, never
far from a source of freshwater . The Southern river otfer's habitat is very
fragmented, possibly due fo its rarity and also the fact that this extremely
shy animal avoids the many fishing villages and areas with no potential
shelfer. Imported salmon is faking over some areas, and by devouring
local fish species and being foo fast for offers to catch, its presence is
proving fo be a problem for the Southern River ofter. In addifion fo this,
frapping for offer pelts and conflict with fishermen is still very common in
some areas. The Southern river offer has been wiped out of much of ifs
Argentinian area because of habitat loss and poaching.
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ALEJANDRO VALENZUELA
SOUTHERN RIVER OTTER, ARGENTIN

My hisfory with  offers could e
summarized in one quote: "Love is
blind (butnot odorless!h)"When lwas
young, during a oy scout camp, |
was playing with my friends on the
shores of Nahuel Huapi Lake when
suddenly we heard “something’
splashing info the water. We knew
that it was an animal, but we could
not see if. The only thing I rememiter
s that, affer staying maotionless for a
while, waifing, we starfed fo sense
a sfrong, "ugly” smell. This episode
had almost been erased from my
memory unfil almost 15 years later
when the same smell “triggered
a neuronal storm” that recovered
and immediately made sense of
this memory — we had been In the
presence of a flieeing offer. Working
with this species now In Tierra del
Fuego, the smell is no longer "ugly”.
On the confrary, today | would
describe it as a sweet odor, even
when it does have a hint of fish: if
Is one of my favorite fragrances in

nafure,

This was in 2005, when | began
my doctoral dissertation in Tierra
del Fuego studying the huillin, or
southern river offer, and how it was
eing affected by the invasion of
American mink in the archipelago
- the ends of the Earth. During
my very first trip info the field, |
discovered an offer lafrine and
immediately recognized the scent,
which brought back the experience
relafed above. That thing splashing
info the water when | was a child
had probably quickly fled its den,
frightened by our presence, and
the scent was that of the offer’s
feces used to mark the ferritory.
These two experiences stand ouf
also because the only two places
N Argenfinc where this species
mMainfains  viable populations are
precisely  Nahuel Huapi Nationdl
Park and the Fuegian Archipelago.
For years, this offer was huntfed for
ifs pelt, but its populations fell also




pecause of habifat loss - this 1oss is
caused by the advance of human
activities and  infrasfructure, such
as river channelization and dam
consfruction and the spreading
of cifies and ranches. Only those
populations  found in  profected
areqs survive,

For the past 12 years | have studied
this “perfume.The huillin is a shy otter,
elusive and difficult fo see, especially
when there are few animals. As
luck would have it, during all these
years, | have never actually seen
one directly, but rather have studied
them via signs and camera fraps.
Nonetheless, | do not feel regret or
disappointment - on the confrary, |
feel as if this is a personal challenge
and every fime | go into the field |
think “tfoday is a good day o see a
nuilin®. The first fime | took a photo of
an offer with a camera frap, it was a
mother with two pups and | almaost
cried! I finally managed fo see them,
even if it was through a lens. | sfill

naven't seen a huillin, buf | stil am
iN love with its scent. Whenever | walk
along the coast and | smell it, the
emoftion is so strong | need fo sfop
whatever | am doing and look for
my dear offers.

Besides the known conservation
problerms due fo hunting and habitaf
loss, | think that one of the principle
hurdles this species faces is the lack
of knowledge about it on the part
of the broader society - in particular
managers and decision-makers. Its
elusive nature meansthatfew people
know this offer and it is impossible for
people to care for something they
cannot see. As scientfists, | think we
nave an important social role. Not
only do we have fo study and find
new information on our ofters, but
also communicate and fransmit
our enthusiasm and love for them.
INn this way, we scientist-story fellers
can help more people know and
care about ofter conservation all
over the world.
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AFRICAN CLAWLESS OTTER | s e

alias: white-cheeked otter, cape clawless

AONYX CAPENSIS otter

predators: crocodiles, leopards, and other
large carnivores

threats: habitat loss, hunting, poaching

size: 115-160 cm _
(body 72-95 cm tail 40-60 cm)

weight: 10-16 kgs

The third largest species in the world, the African clawless ofter
s highly versatile - it can be found both in unpolluted inland
freshwater habitats where cralbs occur, even foraging in some
urban and suburban waters and also in marine habitats, as
long as there is freshwater close-by to wash off the salt. It has
crepuscular habits and can hunt in very murky water thanks
fo its long and sensitive whiskers. The African clawless otter has
large molars adapted fo crushing crabs and lobsters, but will
also prey on frogs, fish and insects. The absence of claws and
the reduced welbbing on its paws gives this species incredible
dexterity. It is usually solitary, but when prey is abundant it can
be found in family groups of a female with her offspring or, more
rarely, a male and a female with their young.

o/
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Growing up in South Africa, ofters were animals that I had
never encountered or given much thougnt fo. This was
probably due 1o thelr extreme shyness and lbeing over-
shadowed by the easier 1o see and bigger mammals
of Africa, such as the Big 5. When the opporfunity for
me o do a post graduate project on their diet arose,
| jJumped at it - | thought that this was my chance to
finally see one and learn more alboutf them!

| spent six months collecting spraints (scaf) along the
coastline of South Africa without seeing a single oftfer
despite seeing tonnes of signs. But then, on my last day
of feldwork, | had a sighfing that was worth the wait: a
big Male was foraging in the surf. | stealthily made my
waQy closer fo the water's edge while keeping an eye
on him diving in the breakers. | found a nice rock 1o
observe from, made myself comfortable and continued
to watch him dive and search for prey. After a few more
dives, he was coming back to shore with something in
Nis mouth. Luckily for me he chose a rock about 20m

MR\CAN CLAWUESS OHER, SOUTH MR\CA away o process his most recent cafch and, oblivious




fo my presence and my camera shuffer going crazy,
ne afe away. After apout 3 minutes and a few hundred
photos, he had devoured his rock sucker fish (a favourite
prey species in the colder coastal waters) butf suddenly
the wind changed direction, he caught my scent and
off he was. He curiously olbserved me from a distance
efore disappearing info the rocky coastline. | had ¢
cermanent giant smile on my face for the next few
weeks as | played the scene over and over again in my
head.

This lone sighting along with the mystery behind these
iINncrediple animals had me hooked . | have subseguently
done more work on this species, had more incredible
sightings and interactions and | am even more infrigued
oy them. The more | learn alboutf them, the more | realise
now much sfill needs o e learnt; | therefore plan to
do even more work on them. Ofters are understudied
and offen misunderstood as a result of our lack of
knowledge. My aim is fo change this and give otfers
the limelight they deserve.
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IUCN status: Near Threatened
alias: Cameroon white-cheeked otter, Zaire

clawless otter, small-toothed clawless

AONYX CONGICUS otter

predators: leopards and other large
carnivores

threats: habitat loss, overfishing, pet trade

size: 110-150 cm
(body 79-95 cm tail 50-56 cm)

weight: 13-18 kg

Nearly as large as the African clawless otter but definitely lighter and
more slender, the Congo clawless offer was thought fo be a subspecies
of the former African clawless offer until recently. Little is known about this
offer, which is the least studied of the African species. Its reduced whiskers,
absentwebbing, finy claws and generalised dental morphology fogether
with sporadic observations show that this species is mainly ferrestrial,
exploring marshes and forests. It uses its fingers fo dig up molluscs, crabs,
earthworms and frogs from the muddy banks. The Congo clawless offer’s
head and neck is frosted with a brilliant white, that make its characteristic
block markings under the eyes even more evident. Solitary, enigmatic
and elusive, the Congo clawless otter still has many mysteries to reveall




62

.-

CONGO CLAWLE

55 OTTER. CONGO

One day in 1995, a newborn Congo
clawless otter was brought fo my hut door.
| knew instantly from the unique shape of
her head and tail that she was an offer.
But that was the extent of my knowledge.
The first thing | did, when | was able 1o,
was access the Internet and search for
iNnformation. At that fime there was nearly
nothing, yeteventhenthe best source was
the IUCN Otter Specialist Group network.
From there the vast world of offers slowly
opened to me, and affer learning from
and Iving with the liffle orphaned wild
pup, | became commitfed to working for
offer conservation.

Through experiences with offers around
the world, | came fo appreciafe them
as the frue example of fine-art in life: the
very expression of nafure’s own sense of
Jjoy and humour. Living in a remote jungle
village provided countless opportunities

fo raise and care for wildlife, but across
the whole of my experiences the litfle
offer indisputably stands out as the maost
special of them all.

For humans, water is the very essence
of our existence. offers live in the most
important environment for humans:
fresnwater systems. People want fo, need
fo oralreadylive close fo water. Confirming
that ofters occupy a landscape is not just
a privilege but it is a reassurance that the
environment, which sustains everything,
iNncluding us, is healthy.

Helping people see the mulfiple facets
of the ofter as an important part in
our natfural world. It is a grafifying and
rewarding endeavour, one that | will
pursue for the rest of my life because
there is stil a fremendous amount of
research and study that needs to be
done.




GIANT OTTER AND CONGO CLAWLESS OTTER,
FRENCH GUIANA AND CONGO

My first offer sighting in the wild was far
away on a rainy, misty day on the Isle of
Skye in Scotland. | was not even sure | had
actually seen onel It was just a dark, vague
shape in the distance, real or imagined,
maybe a ghost, that caught my eye. | was
hooked. Twenty years latfer, affer studying
offers in France, French Guiona and various
African countries, | can say that 80% of my
enriching, funny, amaozing, unexpected (e
it meetings, field work, reading, research)
experiences and 80% of the people that |
most enjoy, near or far, are the happy result
of my involverment with ofters,

Recently, iIn my capacity as a vet, | shared
my life with an ofter for two weeks. Seriously
injured IN a road accident, | was amazed
py its will To live, its daily improvements, ifs
adaptability fo captive conditions and ifs
enthusiasm. This offer convinced me, yet
again, that offers are very special indeed.
For me, they are natural mood enhancers
whose loss would be dramatic for our
planet,

Time wil fell if we have succeeded in
protecting this precious asset.
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SPOTTED—NECKED OTTER | sezacs

dators: diles, | d d oth
HYDRICTIS MACULICOLLIS predators ?(;?ggcla era ivi?gsr s and other

threats: habitat loss, fishing conflicts, fish nets,
invasive fish species

size: 95-115cm
(body 57-69 cm tail 33-44 cm)

weight: 4-7 kg

The spotted-necked offer is easily recognised thanks to the distinctive white
patches on its neck, although not all individuals show a spotfted neck and
some have just a few flecks. Unlike the two ofher sympatric African species,
the spotted-necked ofter is slim and has webbed paws, reduced whiskers
and is diurnal, specialised in hunting fish by sight in deep, flowing waters. It
will also prey on frogs, cralbs and small water birds and is more aquatic than
the ofher African species. If there is enough prey, it will form large, social,
groups. It is famous for ifs stfrong inclination fo play and has been seen
playing with other otters and alone; the cubs are very dependant and stay
with the mother for about two years. Infroduced fish species, such as the
Nile perch, are a threat fo the spoffed-necked offer because they tend 1o
be too large and fast for the ofter o catch and, being more aggressive,
are pushing the smaller, local species 1o the brink of extinction, leading fo a
decrease in the otters’ preferred food supply.
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SPOTTED—NECKED OTTER, TANTANIA

Otfers are worth saving because
they are an infegral part of their
ecosystem. And they also bring
joy and smiles to our faces.

Few people know that spot-
necked otters exist. Most of those
who do, routinely misunderstand
them and the role they play in
nealthy ecosystems. This liftle
ofter can easily disappear from
most of its range as a result of our
ignorance. They aren’'t big and
majestic like elephants or lions but
they are charismafic creatures
fhat evolved fo navigate the
worlds of land and water - how
cool is that?

My first experience with ofters was
when | started working with them
N 1992 at a small mid-western
700. AT the fime North American
river offers seldom bred in zoos
and I had a female believed o be
pregnant. Her name was Minnie
ond her mate was Potter Offer.
One mormning while Minnie was
moving from one den fo another
she sat down and began licking
ner tail area quietly, not disturtbbed

oy my presence or what | was
doing. Next thing | knew, Minnie
and | saw something brown and
furry coming out - her first pup. My
heart jumped, | could not believe |
could e so lucky as to withess the
extremely rare event of an offer
pup being born!

From that moment on | knew |
would work fo improve our care
and breeding of offers in zoos
and aguariums. This is what got
me started, 22 years ago.

Ofters around the world need our
help because without it, they will fall
through the cracks and succumb
to habitat loss, illegal trade and
nunting. To me, they represent the
mystery of nature; they travel easily
through water and on land, they
have adapted 1o life on almost
every continent yet most people do
not know there are 13 offer species.

For me Africa’s offers are personified
by T Lightening, a Spotffed-necked
ofter | waftched over the course
of his first two years on Rubondo
Island in Tanzania’s Lake Victoria.




Our first meeting was when he was
about 4 months old and hanging
ouf on the rocks with his mother
and auntie. | watched him grow for
the next year.

My experiences with offers in Africa
range  from waiting hours and
seeing one for & seconds fo siffing
for /7 hours with otters grooming,
sleeping, squabbling and eating
on and under rocks within 10 feet
of me. | have run head-on info an
offer as we both climbed a small
rocky point to go o the other side.
We met at the top and stopped for
a second before the oftter ran and |
smiled. | once was hiding between
two large oulders (with my bum in
the water) when an offer swam up.
It stopped, tumned and left, came
back - just could not figure out what
that was in its way. Frozen so as notf
fo scare it all | could think abbout was
my camera siffing 5 feet away!

In Africa the 3 endemic species
are almost unknown beyond the
shores they frequent, people do
not even know they exist. Even in
the shoreline communities offers

are considered somewhat sacred,
mysterious - people crowd around
you with stories of the offers’ magical
powers,  Voracious  appetite,  or
INnsatiable love making fo the rocks
(actually rubbing and grooming).
Explaining their frue ecology and
pehaviour fo groups of children, |
always hope they will understand @
litfle better the value of the natural
world around them and the benefit
s they will reap if they help conserve
this world.

If we do not begin fo study the ofters
N Africa, we will never understand
the role they play in the African
ecosystems. Unanswered guestions
do nof sit well with me.

These are the reasons | study otfers
and work fo promotfe awareness
of them and encourage ordinary
citizens like myself to participate in
conserving the world around them.
Ask a guestion and find the answer.
We can do it It only takes a minute
fo stop and look around you and
admire the wonder of the natfurdl
world that affer all, is where every
one of us lives,

6/
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The International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) nelps the world find pragmatic
solufions fo our most pressing environment
and development challenges by supporfing
scientific research, managing field projects all
over the world. The IUCN brings governments,
NGOs, the UN, international conventions and
companies fogether to develop policy, laws
and best practice. The world’s oldest and
largest global environmental network, IUCN s
a democratic memiership union with more
than 1,000 government and NGO member
organizations and almost 11,000 volunteer
scientists and experts in some 160 countries.
IUCN's work is supported by over 1,000
professional staff in 60 offices and hundreds
of partners in NGOs and public and private
sectors around the world. IUCN's headguarters
arelocated inGland, near Geneva, Switzerland.
For more detfails go to www.iuen.org where
you can find many publications to download
for free.

= )
Uo7 SSC
The IUCN Species Survival Commission
(JUCN-SSC) s o science-based neftwork of
more than 10,000 volunteer experts from
almost every country of the world, all working
fogether fowards achieving the vision of "o
just world that values and conserves nature
through positive action fo reduce the loss
of diversity of life on earth”. Most members
are deployed in more than 140 Specialist
Groups, Red List Authorities, Task Forces
and Sub-Committees Some groups address
conservation issues related fo particular
groups of plants, fungi or animals while others
focus on fopical issues, such as reinfroduction
of species info former habitats or wildlife health.
Publicafions on endangered species can

pe downloaded at www.iuch.org/about/

work/programmes/species/publications

@s:
Se

@RED‘
LIST
The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™ s
widely recognized as the most comprenensive,
objective global approach for evaluating
the conservation status of plant and animal
species. From its small beginning, the IUCN
Red List has grown in size and complexity
and now plays an increasingly prominent
role in guiding conservation activities  of
governments, NGOs and scientific institutions.
The infroduction, in 1994, of a scientifically
rigorous approach to defermining risks  of
exfinction, applicable to all species, has
ecome a world standard. In order fo produce
The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™, the
IUCN Global Species Program working with the
IUCN Species Survival Commission (IUCN-SSC)
and with members of the IUCN draws on and
mobilizes a network of scientists and partner
organizations working in almaost every country
in the world, who collectively hold what is likely
fo be the most complete scientific knowledge
pase on the biology and conservation stafus
of species. Check it out af www.iucnredlist.
org. o ownload the Red List bbrochure and
ofher free documents go to the tab Resources
and Key Documents.



Research: The Offer Specialist Group
nas the leadership and expertise fo
address and sole  offer problems
worldwide. Our members have studied
ofters for decades and can determine
the status of offers o develop
conservation measures.

Education: we fran  biologists,
naturalists and other scientists to be
offer researchers in those countries in
which offers are af risk. We create local
school programs fo spread the offer
conservation message. We collaborate
with local communities to profect their
ofters.

Conservation the goal of our more fhan
2/0 members is 1o make sure that otters
will be around for decades to come.

The Otter Specialist Group has focused
on global ofter conservation since
1974 with greaf success. Now all 13
offer species face new threat and
challenges that we must overcome.
More research is needed fo evaluate
now best o reverse the downward
spiral = new conservation  pPrograms
must e adapted fo local conditions
and regional conservatfion  priorities.
This requires frained ofter specialists,
fime and money.

Our website www.iuchosg.org
contains many resources which may
e used freely. See the Bulletin for the
lafest offer research, our Library or
contact us if you con't find what you
were looking for.
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OTTERS ARE IN TROUBLE

...and you can help!

o Hemda Lo

OTTER SPECIALIST GROUP

‘ e
IUCN ®- S50

OTTERS ARE IN TROUBLE

Threats to oiters take marny forms, Otters Tve in
rivers, lakes, and coastal areas whath may be
poliuted and owverfished. Wetlands ame the mast
threatened habitat in many paris of the workd,
disappearting to make room for development. Oiter
numbers are plummetng in Southeast Asia where
they are heavily poached and traded for their pelts,
destined for newly prosperous Asian markets,

Yot in sofme reghons, otErs  mMade Spettaduled
comebacks after receiving grotection and where
anti-pollutien measures warg epdoreed. Decowerny s
possible but we need your help to Droaden our
afforts and rmake this hagpen,

OTTERS ARE THE WORLD'S
WETLAND AMBASSADORS

i M yples

Bian e | -plawes] ol

SPECTACULAR RECOVERY?

Forty years ago, the global animal trade was
curtailed through intermational comnentions and
better law Endorcement Otfers were listed as
endangemd species and protected in many
courtries. Same, on the brink of extincton, made a
coerstback like the Eurasian otber in 8ritain, the Sea
otter, and the Giant atter in Scuth Americs. The
future loaked bright.

CATASTROPHIC DECLINE?

With the new century came new threats and a
sudden reversal in otter numbers, particularly in
Southeast Asia. The atter pet trade, llegal in most
countries, retumned again, Otter cubs are oo cute
to resist, A widespread trade In otter skins in Asia,
numbering in the thouwsands, cleared otters from
many rivers and wetlands., &nd this trade is
flourishing, fueled by the skin trade and traditional
medicine markets. We are working in 13 Asian
countries to assess the damage and create
coNServation programs tailored to local needs,

ASIAN OTTERS NEED
OUR HELP TO SURVIVE

s skiing Tar sals o CasBadia o Skl Heng
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Citer pewearcheers in the hebd

SAVING OTTERS
WORLDWIDE

The Citer Spedalist Group has focused on giobal
piter consenaton since 19748, with great success
Mow all 13 otter species face new threats and
challenges that we must overcome, More research
5 meeded to evaluate how best to reverse the
downward spiral. New conservation programs must
e adapted to local conditions amd regional
conservation prigrities, This requires tralmed otier
béclogists, time and maoney.

WHAT WE DO

RESEARCH: The Otter Specialist Group has the
leadership and expertise to address and solve oiter
problems worldwide. Qur 270 members hawve
studied otters for decades and can determing the
status of otters 1o develop conservation measures,
EDUCATION: We traim Dologists to be  ofter
resegrchers in many Asian and South American
countries where otters are at risk, We develop local
school programs to spread the ofter conservation
message. ‘We collaborate with local communites to
protect their otters.

COMSERVATION: COur poal is 1o make swre that
piters will be around for decades 1o come.

Cmpoth-caated olber o L B Ba

# | Sanchies

Friendly admirar

COMMUNICATION

Otters are their own best ambasiadars. It is easy to
bowe atbers when you watch one up clase gliding
thraugh the water or juggling a stone with cne paw.
foas play an mpartant role in giving people their
first unforgettable otter experience.

£00 CONSERVATION

The Ofter Spacialist Group works chosely with moos,
collahorating with their scientists to provide the
best care for ofters in captivity. Zoos fund otter
research to help bickegists learm more about otters
in the fiald.

YOUR DONATION PAYS
FOR OTTER RESEARCH
AND EDUCATION

Thirse shudents im Cambodis krow sl about ofters o 8 Doplax

|

HOW MANY OTTER
SPECIES ARE THERE?

oiter species but only the North American
river ofter i out of danger,

are EMDEMNGERELD: Marine offer, Hairy-
nosad otter, Glant ofter, Sea otter, Southern
river otter

are YIPLNERABLE: Aslan short-clawed otter,
Smogth-coated otter

are NEAR THRFATEMED: Megtrapical atter,
Eurasian otter, Congo clawless otier, Cape
dawless otter, Soot-necked ofter

"'t...."
Endangere:

Mear Viilmerable

Thirgatemeil

SINCE 1974 .. 270

members al the Ofer Specialist Graup have
launched conservation pragrams for all 13 species
af otters worldwide. We still need to expand our
cfiorts further if we are to owercome the increasing
threats facing otters in many cowntries taday.

iucnosg-org
n facebook.com/OtterSpeciallstGroup

! instagram.com/
? IUCN_ OtterSpecialistGroup



NATURSCHUTZBUND OSTERREICH
WWW.NATURSCHUTZBUND.AT

Mission
lo profect Austriaon nature, ecosystems and
animals; 1o develop and support environmental
protection projects and the funding of research
projects.

ALKA WWWALKAWILDLIFEEU

WILDLIFE

Mission

To raise awareness in the Czech Republic of the
plight of the Eurasiaon ofter, causes of its decline
and ways to prevent this; 1o develop and apply
the newest fechnologies in field ecology as o
way of better understanding the environment.

CIECH OTTER FOUNDATION FUND
provydru WWW.VYDRY.ORG

cesky
nadacni fond

Mission

To increase public accepfance, respect and
responsibility fowards the enviionment in the
Czech Reblublic and abolish the black and
white perceptfion of nature, using the Eurasian
offer as a flag-species and symiool.

STANICE PAVLOV, OPS.

WWW.STANICEPAVLOVEU

/2

Mission
To rescue and rehabilitate offers and manage
positive public relations in the Czech Republic,



GRUPPO LONTRA MOLISE

WWW.GRUPPOLONTRAMOLISE BLOGSPOT COMES

Mission

To monitor talian populations of ofter; fo collect
envionmental dafa and to safeguard the only
area in which the Eurasian ofter still survives in
ftaly.

THE FINNISH SOCIETY

FOR NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT

WWW NATUROCHMILJO.f1

Mission

To raise awareness about Finnish environmenital
Issues, parficipate in governmental commitfees
and positively influence the public opinion on
envilonmentalmattersthroughthemanagement
of a nafure school, seminars, excursions, clubs

NaturochMinE and natfure camps for adults and children.
Mission
THE HNN,SH ASSO(:,A”ON To manage Finnish cultural londscapes; confront
Gl SRR FOR NATURE CONSERVATION lond use issues, profect endangered species;
SUOFTIE‘HﬂlUOﬂﬂOﬂSUOJE"UlIIttO educate regional representatives and  follow

WWW.ILL

the public participation in water management
projects.

STICHTING OTTERSTATION NEDERIAND

STICHTING OTTERSTATION NEDERLAND
WWW.OTTER TO

Mission

To improve the environment and the profection
of the Eurasian offer and other endangered
freshwater species in The Netherlands.

Olerten

OTTERFRANKEN

WWW.OTTERFRANKEN DE

Mission

To establish a habitat corridor connecting the
Czech Republic through Upper Franconia
N Germany o Luxembourg and Belgium o
connect the easfern and westfern European
offer populations

/3
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ZENTRUM
Hankensbuttel

ACTION FISCHOTTERSCHUTL

WWW.OTTERZENTRUM.DE

Mission

To promote the conservation the Eurasion offer
N Germany, o promofe research, projects
on education, nafure protection, landscape
conservationas well as nationalandinfernational
collaborations.

OBUND

FREUNDE DER ERDE

BUND
(RIENDS OF THE EARTH GERMANY)

WWW BUND.NET

Mission

To involve the general German public in nature
consenvation  and  envionmental  profection
by creating octivifies such as planting hedges,
creafing ponds, faking care of protectfed areas
and fighting for the preservation of valuable areas.

GESELLSL(KIAFT FUR NATURSCH\EJTZ

WWW.GNL—KRATZEBURG.DE

Mission

To support profected areas in Germany; 1o
carry out pupblic education programs and to
coordinate with local and national government
offices,

NATURE AND BIODIVERSITY
CONSERVATION UNION

WWW.EN.NABUDE

Mission

To preserve German habitats and biodiversity;
fo promote sustainability in - agriculture, forest
management and water supply and distribution,
as well as to enhance the significance of nature
conservatfion in our society.

Indtitut za
ohranjanje
naravne

LUTRA

INSTITUT A OHRANJANJE NARAVNE DEDISCINE

WWW.LUTRASI/SL

Mission

To promote conservation and research work
involving Eurasion offers in Slovenia, combining
these with education and public awareness and
creafing activities aimed at the general public.
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Lansstyrelserna ——yy, anssraeisen st

Mission
To work fowards cleaner water, healthier fish, and
increased diversity in Swedish nature.,

R
NORRTALJE M’
MATURVARDSSTIFTELSE

RADDA UTTERN' | UPPLAND NATURVARDSSTIFTELSE

NATURVARDSSTIFTELSE.SE

Mission

To survey, preserve, manage and educate the
Swedish public on Roslagen’s valuable habitats
and species, iIncluding the Eurasian offer.

&>

Stiftung Pro Lutra

prolutraij) PRO—LUTRA

WWW PROLUTRA.CH

Mission

To carry out surveys fo evaluate the possible retumn
of the Eurasian ofter fo Switzerlond from adjacent
countries; to obfain public support for the refurn of
the offer; fo scientifically prove how the change in
habitat led 1o the loss of biodiversity and determine
with moderm methods what measures could e
faken to expedite the returm of the offer.

| , =
INTERNATIONAL OTTER SURVIVAL FUNDY

INTERNATIONAL OTTER SURVIVAL FUND
WWW.OTTER OR6

Mission

To protect and help the 13 species of offers
worldwidethroughacormbination of compassion
and science; o support projects that profect
offers and their environment. Based in the UK.

JIV] E I
OT TER GROUP

SOMERSET OTTER GROUP

SOMERSETOTTERGROUP.ORG.UK

Mission

The Somerset Offer Group is dedicated 1o
the conservatfion and research of the offer in
somerset.
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‘@ UK W”_D OTTER TRUST %is;irg:m?e a posiﬂ%/e umdg;sbrjdimg of offer
UK WILD UTTER TRUST WWWUKW,LDOHERTRUST(OUK through educoTiommvolvemenTdeimformaﬂom.

Based in the UK.

Mission
E S To safeguard  Georgian  biodiversity  through
conservation activities af a national and local level,
BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH based on science, principles of sustainabiity and

local parficipation; fo maintain the current long-

www NA(RES ORG ferm study of the offer population of the Alazani
) ) valley and 1o provide a defailed population

assessment.

Mission
VY VYDRA To  promofe  envionmental  education,
PR . (RURAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY) preservation of fraditional, cultural and natural

values, healthy lifestyles and developing local

WWWVYDRASK eco-friendly tourism in Slovakia.

CIERNY BALOG

Mission
To protect the Increasing populations  of
| | D threatened  wildlife in Vietnam by rescuing,
&A‘Eﬁ : SAVE V,ETNAMS W”_ L,\:E renabilifating  and  releasing  animals  that
VIETN “Ej need profection; fo train the Vietnamese Forest
PWILDLIF Profection Department rangers on mammoal

WWWSAVEV,ETNAMS\(“LDUFEORG identification and profection; to organise field

surveys of small camivores and 1o create projects
aimed at conserving carnivores,

/6



Mission
To secure the fufure of smooth-coated otfers
N Goa, India, by linking and encouraging like-

Q*T TERS minded individuals and  organisations  and
et Il t and iati f Off
WWWWILDOHERSCOM gfgﬁeﬁ%éiﬁgfc and appreciation of otters
‘(koNSER‘,
A G’«‘\“ Mission
ZF 0NN 2 To conserve Indonesian wildlife and its habifat
% ‘(‘x;;_;//é? oy creating a large, functional animal clinic and
Y WWW.CKANANGAWILDLIFECENTER.COM~~+ =-mionon e
)\
& o Mission
~ A\ To stive to helo wildlife rescue centres all over
g N INndonesia and the people behind them; 1o

promote respect and knowledge on wildlife and

Joan WIKRNMILAD.O

Mission
AT HP. el ilitaiti
Sy International To suppoﬁ wildlife rescues, rehgb\mhon cenfres
= '« Animal R and lifelong mainfenance for coptive  wild
7.~ ANIMal heSCUe ‘ ‘
“H.Ri'(j internationalanimalrescue.ong Qﬂ\m@‘s ThQT CQmmOT be f@‘eOSed BOSed ‘m

WWW INTERNATIONALANIMALRESCUE ORG ~ eforesic

___________ Mission

We H}ﬂn dS{ To assess ofter distribution, fo promote research

and distribute information on the otter in Pakistan

and to work on the conservation of smooth-

i ————— WWWPAKISTANWETLANDSORG coated and Eurasian otters in collolboration with

communifies and government departments. 77



— NORTH AMERICA AND CANADA —

/8

FRIENDS OF THE SEA OTTERS
WW W SEAOTTERS ORG

Mission

To work actively with stafe and federal agencies,
scienfists, educators, and the public to maintain,
INncrease and broaden the current profections
for the sea ofter. To inspire the public about the
offers” unigue behaviour and habitart,

SEA OTTER FOUNDATION' & TRUST

WW W SEAQTTERFOUNDATIONTRUST ORG

Mission

To ensure the survival and recovery of sea offers
N their habitats by building funds o support
research, conservation and education.

THE RIVER OTTER ECOLOGY PROJECT
WW W AIVEROTTERECOLOGY ORG

Mission

Our mission is fo illustrate the linkages between
the recovery of local river ofter populations
and healthy watersheds, and foster public and
organizational participation in restorafion and
conservation.

The Otter Project

THE OTTER PROJECT

WWW.OTTERPROJECT.ORG

Mission
To promote arapid recovery of the Californian sea
offer, an indicator of near shore ocean health,
by facilitating research and communicating
research results to the general public and policy
mMakers.



Mission

To promote the survival of the North American river
Otternet THE P\, VER OTTER N_U AN(E offer through education and habitat profection,
Vour Source for fo support research and reinfroduction programs;

Oter Fun, Pocts,

- ond Foces WWWOHERNET(OM fo monitor abundance and  disfribufion; 1o

educate the general public.

Mission
-, DENMAN  CONSERVANCY ASSOCIATION  iienieiiishoctultbiistin et
Islond, Canada; creating ofter conservation and

WWWDENMANCONSERVAN(YORG educational projects.

OCEANOGRAPHK ENV,RONMENTAL %ii;i)%rs'ewe and preserve Canadion and non-

Canadian marine life and natural habitats through
RESEARCH SOCIETY research, education, rescue and rehabilitation.

— SOUTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA —
* FUNDACION OMAGHA oimpe consencion omges sxcstse

N many countries of Southermn and Central
America. Awidespread and very active workforce,
WWWOMA(HAORG Not solely focussed on one animal or ecosystem

out with many projects concerming ofters.

/9



80

¥~ 1550CIACAO AMIGOS DO PEIXE-BO!

ASSOCIMR0 Amigos do Pelve-Boil

AMPA

WWW.AMPA.ORG.BR

Mission

To support and coordinate scientific research and
education regarding fresnwater mammals of the
Brazilion Amazon, which include among ofhers the
Neotropical river and giant offer.

INSTITUTO ARAGUAIA
WWW ARAGUAIA OR6

Mission

To protect the biodiversity of the Araguiaia river
pasin in Brazil and ifs ecological processes, in
particular inside and around Cantfao State Park; to
develop, manage and publish scientific research
that will contribute to the region’s conservation; fo
develop and fo implement community oufreach
programs; fo undertake the legal action necessary
fo continue their mission.

FROJETO I

LONTRA

INSTTUTO EKKO BRATIL

PROJETO LONTRA
WWW_.EKKOBRASIL.ORG.BR

Mission

To maop and characterise the occurrence,
distrioution, size and ferritorial extension of giant
offer groups in the Brazilian Aquidauana River.

CHINCHIMEN ECOLOGICAL

ACTION GROUP
WWW.CHINCHIMEN.ORG

Mission

To establish an environmental network for marine
otter conservation; cooperating with local Chilean
communities; developing environmental education
activities; citizen parficipation and rehabilitating
coastal wildlife.

i CODEFT

NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR DEFENCE OF

FAUNA AND FLORA
W WEBCODEFECL

Mission

To collect information on the Southern river offer,
ifs habitat and threatfs, as well as 1o manage
educational activities and resforatfion of the riparian
habitat in Chile.



P Mission

S CONSERVACION MARINA Io deveop a projeet or morne ondl Souther ver
Congervacion WWW.CONSERVACIONMARINA.ORG

support of Infernational foundations.

KWATA Mission

5 KV\IATA To study and profect wildlife in French Guiona and
fo develop programs fo conserve species and

their habitats by involving local decision makers,

NATURVARDSS”HELSE.SE ;ﬂr?dﬁfﬂ%igsbgfs Q?IESLZ%?SGS users of resources

Mission
PRO DELPH,NUS To legally ban dolphin hunting and consumpfion
in Peru; to conduct projects on research and

conservation of threatened and endangered

WWWPRODELPH,NUSORG marine species, such as marine ofters, and their

interactions with fisheries.

Mission

To survey gianf offers in the Madre de Dios
fRANK‘:URT ZOOLOG,(AI_ SO(,ETY watershned, Peru; monitor population and threafs
fo the offers and the aguatic ecosystem in which

they live; 1o work with Profected Area authorities,

ZUULEE"AEHJHT FZS ORG/EN/ four guides and agencies to ensure susfainable
SOCIETY ) giant otter tourism.

Mission

To conduct scientific research on, conservation of,

Lukuru LUKURU W“_DUFE RESEAR(H PROJE(T and educational activities regarding local fauna,
F dati including the Congo clawless offer’'s unigue
oundation pehaviour and habitat in the Democratic Republic

WWWLUKURUORG of Congo.




— PHOTO REFERENCES —

© Margherita Bandini, Furasian ofter, page /

© Jose Luis Bartheld, Southern River offer, page 52 and 53
© Carol Bennetto, Smooth-coated offer, page 25

© Atul Sinai Borker, Smooth-coated offer, page 22 and 23
© Sean Braine, Spotted-necked ofter, page 65

© Janet Brown, North American River offer, page 30

© Mark Bridge, Eurasian ofter, cover

© Glen and Rita Chapman, Congo Clawless ofter, pages 61, 62 and 63

© Nicole Duplaix, Giant offer, pages 5, 38, 39, 41, 82 and 83
Eurasian offer, pages @, 11, 13, 15and 1/ : RS e e :
Asian Small-clawed offer, pages 3, 18, 19, 20 and back cover ‘ LS ,,5
Smooth-coated offer, page 24
Hairy-nosed ofter, page 26, 2/ and 29
North American River ofter, page 31 and 32
Sea ofter, page 34 © Charlie Hamilton, Eurasian ofter, page 10
Neotropical River offer, pages 42, 43, 44 and 4/
Congo Clawless offer, page 60

"Otter crossing” sign in Singapore, page 21

© Roman Golubenko, Sea offer, page 35 and 3/

© David Harper, North American River ofter, page 33
© Jared Hersch, Cape Clawless offer, page 56

© Rowan Jordaan, African clawless offer, page 59

© Maurizio Lagotto, Spotfted-necked offer, page 64

© Jan Reed-Smith, Spofted-necked offer, page 6/

© Kevin Schaffer, Marine ofter, page 48 and 49

© Alejandro Valenzuela, Southern river offer, page 55
© Juan Valqui, Marine otter, page 45 and 51

© Cathie Withers, Cape Clawless otter, page 5/
82



— ACKNOWLEDGMENTS —

This book not only celebrates ofters but also the marvellous feam that put it all fogether. It certainly is a labor of love.,

First and foremost we would like to thank our Kickstarter backers who frusted us from the beginning and waited patiently as we sfruggled fo

. complete it.

Agata Matteucci created the lay-out and accepted our endless corrections - she is a gem!

Many members of the Ofter Specialist Group kindly agreed fo fell us why they love offers: Atul Sinai Borker, Oldemar Carvalho-Junior,
Angela Doroff, Katrina Fernandez, Jessica Groenendijk, Megan Isadore, Helene Jaques, Rowan Jordaan, Victor Manuel Santiago Plata,
Jan Reed-Smith, Marcelo Rheingantz, Jordi Ruiz-Olmo, Tom L. Serfass, Omar F. al-Sheikhly, Padma de Silva, Jo Thompson, Meryl Theng,
Alejandro Valenzuela, Juan Valqui, David Webb, James Williams and Lesley Wright.

We would also like fo thank Melissa Savage who made insightful suggestions, proofread the fext and encouraged us every step of the way.

Most important, we are indebted fo the IUCN Survival Service Commission fhat created Specialist Groups. Thanks fo this amazing framework,
acking and vision, the Otter Specialist Group has served its mandate fo lead global ofter conservation since 1974,

Last but not least, the Altman Foundation has generously confributed to many projects of the Ofter Specialist Group, including this one.

Thank youl!

—
-

-

| 2t Rl
'11 I

-




84



@ IUCN-5SC Otter Specialist Group — Otters of the World




it

“( S S ( : IUCN-SSC Otter Specialist Group

Species Survival Commission

-

"l can't think of a more perfect
otter book. | enjoyed reading
about the different types of
otters and the experiences of the
people who have been working
with them.There are so many of
them throughout the world! It
was also good to see all of the
world-wide organisations that
are concerned about preserving
the species of otters that are
sadly disappearing.

All, I can say is thank you, Nicole

and Margherita for all you have
done, both for the otters and the
people of our world, who benefit
by their existence.”

Adele Gronbach
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